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two steps back, facing the same direction  and, taking a  step
forward, resume the slow tempo.
Dholacha nacft.
The drum (dhol) and the drummer are of major impor-
tance in a Thakur or a Katkari dance. It is the drum-beat
that regulates the speed, sustains and promotes interest, keeps
up spirit and adds to the vigour of the dance. It is proper
therefore, that the dance should be termed the dholaclia nach.
The formation of the dance is invariably a circular one.
The dancers stand in a circle more or less compact, with feet
six to eight inches apart, and the left foot slightly forward.
The habit of forming a compact group which appears to have
its origin in the limited space available to them in "the hut has
been so much ingrained in them that even if they are dancing
in the open where space is ample, they still stick to each
other. Their chaining also is peculiar and is prominently
marked. They link themselves up in various ways : (1) by
catching hold of the waist of the man in front with both
arms, (2) by keeping one arm on the shoulder of the neigh-
bour, (3) by putting both hands on the shoulders of the neigh,
bour in front, (4) by hooking arms when facing outward or
inward, or (5) by putting arms round the necks of their neigh-
bours, 3/hen they face the centre and want to form a very
compact group.
The movments also are varied. Standing in a circle, the
dancers stamp their right foot towards the centre and then
. move along the circumference in a slow gliding pace in an
anticlockwise direction. For sixteen counts they proceed with
a slow rhythm, always keeping step with the beat of the drum.
Then with the acceleration of the speed of the drum-beat, the
movements become more and more vigorous till the climax is
reached, when neither the drummer nor the dancers are able
to maintain the rhythm at the high speed. With a sudden
clap, simultaneously struck by all the participants-s^he dance
comes to a stop, to be renewed with a refreshed vigour and a
new song after a couple of minutes' rest.
The movements of the dance are as below.